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Homer and Langley Collyer are brothersÃ¢â‚¬â€•the one blind and deeply intuitive, the other

damaged into madness, or perhaps greatness, by mustard gas in the Great War. They live as

recluses in their once grand Fifth Avenue mansion, scavenging the city streets for things they think

they can use, hoarding the daily newspapers as research for LangleyÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s proposed dateless

newspaper whose reportage will be as prophecy. Yet the epic events of the century play out in the

lives of the two brothersÃ¢â‚¬â€•wars, political movements, technological advancesÃ¢â‚¬â€•and

even though they want nothing more than to shut out the world, history seems to pass through their

cluttered house in the persons of immigrants, prostitutes, society women, government agents,

gangsters, jazz musicians . . . and their housebound lives are fraught with odyssean peril as they

struggle to survive and create meaning for themselves.
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Wonderful depiction of the inner world of Homer. I gained a much empathic view of the brothers'

"eccentric " behavior; I can appreciate the resilience and desires for love and connection with



others.

Loved reading Homer and Langley; character development of the brothers was well done,

interesting tale.

Not a major work of historical fiction, but a fascinating one nonetheless. A carefully worked novel

about two fictional "weirdos" based on real-life ones.

Enjoyed the artful-use of words and the subtle humor through out the entire book. The book lived up

to what the author reveled in an interview on NPR radio!

TRUE STORY reading it and knowing it is real is amazing. Highly recommend

This book held my interest and kept me reading, however, I kept waiting for more dialog to help get

into the minds of these two characters.

Fascinating story, captured the various eras creatively. A narrative filled with color and texture

well-told. Lingers.

Incredible work of fiction working in events taking place in the world while these brothers barely left

their home.
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